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Heritage Alerts

ICOMOS Heritage Alerts draw on the knowledge of the ICOMOS professional
network, as well as the information supplied by third parties, such as civil society
organisations, to investigate requests for international action where potentially
significant heritage places are threatened, in order to achieve a rigorous,
independent assessment of the situation.




Detail of the Dome of the Kirche am
Steinhof designed by Otto Wagner

OTTO-WAGNER-HOSPITAL —
VIENNA, AUSTRIA

ICOMOS and ICOMOS Austria wrote to the Mayor of Vienna
in December 2015 to express their deep concern for the
situation of the Otto-Wagner-Hospital, owned by the City
of Vienna. Opened in 1907 as a sanatorium and psychiatric
hospital, it is still partly used as a hospital.

The significance of the site as an extensive Art Nouveau
ensemble, built by Otto Wagner with the participation of
Heinrich Goldemund, has been confirmed by several
scientific studies. The importance refers to both the
architectural characteristics and the spatial planning of
the site, including the horticultural design of the gardens.
In addition, its relevance to developments in the history of
medicine and therapy is of major cultural value. Whilst the
core area (Kernbereich, pavilions and church) of the site
benefits of Statutory Monument Protection, no protection
is afforded to the economic area (Wirtschaftsbereich) in
the eastern part. Today the site is gravely endangered by
recent and ongoing constructions; change in the land use
of the “Wirtschaftsbereich”; the planned closing of hospital
services within the next decade; and the increasingly poor
state of conservation of a number of the historic structures.

In its letter, ICOMOS calls upon the authorities of Vienna
and Austria not to allow economic aspects to override the
cultural importance of the ensemble and to urgently extend
the status of protection to include the “Wirtschaftsbereich”;
to reconsider the development and conservation concept
for the entire area; and to develop a usage programme
for the future when the hospital services close, which
will consider the exceptional importance and history of
the whole ensemble. The Vice Mayor of Vienna replied
to ICOMOS on 20 January 2016 providing a number of
assurances related to the “core area” of the site. For
this reason, ICOMOS replied on 16 March 2016 that its
concerns for the site remain until the whole ensemble -
including the “economic area” — receives full protection,
based on a holistic approach. No new construction should
take place until appropriate discussions based on ongoing
studies have occurred.
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BANQUE POPULAIRE DE
[ OUEST — RENNES, FRANCE

In July 2015, ICOMOS wrote to the French Minister of
Culture, concerning the fate of the building housing the
Banque Populaire de I'Ouest (BPO) in Montgemont, near
Rennes. This iconic piece of contemporary architecture
dating from 1990, with its innovative approach of mixing
architecture, engineering and industry in search of a new
spatiality, was threatened by a demolition permit. The
petition to save it included the signatures of Daniel Buren,
Frank Gehry, Norman Foster and Jean Nouvel, among
others.

Conceived by French architects Odile Decq and Benoit
Cornette and the American engineer Peter Rice, the building
received 12 national and international prizes including the
Benedictus Award in 1994 and the Golden Lion at theVenice
Biennale in 1996, and has been widely published and
researched. It features in the permanent exhibition of the
Cité de I'architecture et du patrimoine in Paris. Technically
exceptional with its architectural experimentations, such as
its suspended double glazing facades, the BPO building
embodies the “high tech” movement at the same level as
the HSBC Tower in Hong Kong or the Lloyds Headquarters
in London.

ICOMOS advocated withdrawing the demolition permit and
exploring the building’s reuse by increasing the buildable
area of the 7 hectare site, and put its expert advice at the
disposal of the Ministry. The international and national
efforts had a positive outcome. The demolition permit has
since been withdrawn, and it was announced 19 May 2016
that the BPO building will welcome the Training Centre for
Construction Apprentices in Brittany in September 2019.

The suspended double glazing
facade of the BPO building
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ICOMOS was created in 1965 in Warsaw following the
adoption the year before of the International Charter for the
Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites,
also known as the Venice Charter.
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heritage around the world.

As an official advisory body to the World ™He
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Committee for the implementation of the UNESCO World ™
Heritage Convention, ICOMOS evaluates nominations and
advises on the state of conservation of properties inscribed
on the World Heritage List.
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